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Mexican government approves Official Norm to save the vaquita porpoise from extinction 

 
• With an estimated population of less than 200 individuals, the vaquita is the world’s most endangered 

marine mammal  
• The Norm enables the progressive substitution of shrimp drift gillnets, one of the fishing gears 

responsible for vaquita bycatch, while offering a sustainable fishing alternative to local communities 

Mexico City. June 6, 2013. -  With today’s approval of a Mexican Official Norm, the government of Mexico has 
taken a decisive step to save the vaquita - a porpoise threatened by extinction - and to promote sustainable 
fisheries in the Upper Gulf of California for the benefit of fishers and their families, recognizes the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) - Mexico. 
 
“With this Norm, drift gillnets - one of the nets used in artisanal shrimping operations in which vaquitas die 
incidentally - will be gradually substituted, during a three year period, for selective fishing gears that does not kill 
this porpoise, but that allow fishers to keep earning their livelihoods. The effective application of the Norm 
requires the participation and commitment of local fishermen. The optimal use of the net requires the development 
of particular skills; therefore, the support of the government and other organizations through training and 
temporary compensation programs will be essential along the fisher´s learning curve,” said Omar Vidal, WWF-
Mexico’s Director General. 
 
“This is a concrete and decisive measure, which is the result of over five years of collaboration between 
environmental (Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources, through the National Commission on Protected 
Areas) and fisheries authorities (the National Commission on Aquaculture and Fisheries, and the National 
Institute of Fisheries), local fishers, civil society and private donors. It represents a major opportunity to promote 
sustainable fisheries in the region and to protect this Mexican porpoise. WWF acknowledges the commitment of 
the Mexican government to save the vaquita from extinction”, added Vidal. 
 
Of all cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises), the vaquita (Phocoena sinus) is the only one endemic to 
Mexico, has the most restricted distribution (it only lives in the Upper Gulf of California), is the smallest (reaches 
a maximum length of 1.5 meters) and faces the highest risk of extinction. According to the International 
Committee for the Recuperation of the Vaquita, less than 200 vaquitas survive nowadays. Its main threat is 
incidental entanglement and drowning in drift gillnets used to catch shrimp, sharks, rays and other fish. Vaquitas 
also continues to die trapped in gillnets used in the illegal fishing of totoaba, a fish which is also endangered. 
 
The Mexican Official Norm NOM-002-PESC-1993 establishes shrimping standards in Mexico and defines the 
fishing gears permitted in different zones of the country. With the modifications in the new Norm, the Mexican 
government has ordered a three-year, gradual substitution of drift gillnets for the new selective net RS.INP.MX 
(30% the first year, 30% the second and 40% the third). The RS.INP.MX  selective net was developed and tested 
by the National Fisheries Institute (INAPESCA) of the Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, 
Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA), in collaboration with the National Commission for Protected Areas (CONANP) 
of the   Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) and civil society organizations, 
including WWF (thanks to the support of the Alianza WWF-Fundación Carlos Slim, the Marisla Foundation, the 
Walton Family Foundation, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the International Whaling 
Commission). 
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The RS.INP.MX (acronym for “Selective Net of the National Fisheries Institute-Mexico”) is a small driftnet 
adapted for use in small vessels (6 meter fiberglass “pangas” with four-stroke gasoline outboard motors) that has 7 
elements that make it selective (see graphic): 
 

1. Turtle excluder device approved by SEMARNAT through the emergency Mexican Official Norm NOM-
EM-002-PESC-1996. 

2. “Fisheye” type fish excluders, approved within the National Fishing Charter to exclude smaller size 
species. 

3. Double headline or lower line with rollers to reduce damage to the seabed. 
4. Lighter materials which reduce fuel consumption and seabed damage during the fishing sweep. 
5. Progressive decrease in mesh size along the net, to avoid capturing other species. 
6. Hydrodynamic trawl doors to reduce resistance and increase efficiency. 
7.  Smaller dimensions adapted to artisanal fishing vessels (“pangas”) with smaller fishing sweeps. 

 

 

                
 
 
In the past months, over 38, 000 persons from 127 countries sent a WWF signed petition to the President of 
Mexico Enrique Peña Nieto, requesting measures to save the vaquita and allow fishers to continue to earn a living 
through sustainable fishing.  The document asked for the immediate substitution of gillnets for fishing gears that 
are safe for this species of the Upper Gulf of California. “The progressive decrease of the population of this 
endemic Mexican porpoise is of great concern” states the document sent to President Peña Nieto, who is asked to 
“do everything in your power to save this national and global treasure”. 
 
The critical situation of this porpoise led SEMARNAT to establish the Presidential Advisory Council for the 
Recuperation of the Vaquita, to design an environmentally, socially and economically viable strategy and actions 
to preserve it. The Commission is formed by scientists, civil society organizations – including WWF- legislators 
and government officials from SEMARNAT and CONAPESCA. 
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